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DOE's science superstars gain national recognition

I had the pleasure of working for 32 years as a
 scientist in the DOE laboratory system. The
 Department of Energy is the largest funder of
 the physical sciences in the United States.
 Because it descended from the Manhattan
 program in the 1940s, the agency has always
 been the home of large, interdisciplinary
 projects, spun-off from its nuclear weapons
 program legacy, such as accelerators for
 nuclear physics, particle physics, and
 biomedicine. It also sponsors large multi-
institutional initiatives such as the Human
 Genome Project.

DOE held a ceremony last week to honor some of its most influential midcareer
 scientists within its extensive research portfolio. The Lawrence Awards were first
 given in 1960 and have been bestowed almost every two years since then. The honor
 is named after Ernest Orlando Lawrence, the inventor of the cyclotron, and the father
 of US accelerator physics. His legacy lives on through these awards and through the
 prestigious scientific output of one of the DOE's original national laboratories that
 also bears his name—Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, located north of UC
 Berkley's campus in California.

The 2013 Lawrence Awards were given to six scientists. Listening to the award
 winners' acceptance speeches, it was clear to me that each awardee had made major
 contributions to DOE's mission and to the scientific community.

» Read more

Astronomy education is thriving

Interest in astronomy in the United States
 remains strong, with astronomy enrollments at
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 both the undergraduate and graduate levels at
 or near all-time highs during the 2012-13
 academic year. These increasing enrollments
 have resulted in record numbers of students
 receiving doctorates and bachelor's degrees in
 astronomy.

The Statistical Research Center (SRC) has
 recently published a new report: Astronomy
 Enrollments and Degrees. This report provides
 trends and analysis on the number of
 astronomy degrees conferred at the bachelor's,
 master's, and doctorate levels. It includes lists of colleges and universities that produced the greatest
 number of astronomy degrees in recent years. The report also presents data on the representation of
 women and non-US citizens among students pursing and receiving astronomy degrees.

» Read more

Physics Today, July 2014 issue

Modern measurement tools like the new NIST-4 watt balance pictured
 here (with mechanical engineer Leon Chao) make possible a revision
 of the International System of Units. David Newell's article explains
 the anticipated changes to the SI and what they will mean for
 metrologists, researchers, and the general public. In a related article,
 Clive Speake and Terry Quinn discuss why the universal gravitational
 constant is so difficult to measure. (Photo by Curt Suplee, courtesy of
 NIST, Physical Measurement Laboratory.)

 July 8

Brown bag lunch. Jess Snyder, the Web Systems manager at WETA, will talk about their website:
 http://weta.org. (College Park)

July 9

http://scitation.aip.org/content/aip/magazine/physicstoday/issues;jsessionid=3sfsjcidshrt3.x-aip-live-02
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Birthday socials (College Park and Melville)

July 13-21

US Physics Team competes in the International Physics Olympiad (Astana, Kazakhstan)

July 14

AIP Liaison Committee for Under-Represented Minorities meeting (College Park)

July 15-17

Council of Engineering and Scientific Society Executives (CESSE) Annual Meeting (Spokane, WA)

July 20-24

AAPM 56th Annual Meeting (Austin, TX)

July 21

Brown bag lunch given by Alex Wellerstein on “John Wheeler’s H-bomb Blues: Searching for a
 Missing Document at the Height of the Cold War” (College Park)

July 25

SPS interns program presentations (College Park)

July 26-30

AAPT Summer Meeting (Minneapolis, MN)


