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A milestone for public access to research

An important milestone was reached last week when the US Department of Energy
 (DOE) released its plan for public access to publications and data resulting from DOE-
funded research. DOE is the first agency to announce a public access plan in response
 to the February 2013 directive from OSTP, the Office of Science and Technology
 Policy, requiring all major US research agencies to develop and implement plans
 consistent with legislation signed in 2011. That directive encouraged agencies to work
 with all stakeholders to develop their policies, to consider the formation of public-
private partnerships, and to leverage existing resources to optimize programs and
 minimize costs.

I will briefly recount how AIP and other members of the scholarly publishing
 community have been working with DOE and other agencies in order to reach last
 week's milestone, and how it builds on more than three years of related work to
 support scholarly communication.

DOE's announcement last Monday (August 4) is a result of congressional legislation
—The America COMPETES Reauthorization Act of 2010, which was signed into law in
 January of 2011 by President Obama. This bill required the large R&D funding
 agencies to consult and collaborate with stakeholders (universities, libraries,
 nonprofit, and for-profit publishers are mentioned by name) as they developed public
 access policies. This same language was mirrored in the February 2013 OSTP directive
 to the agencies.

Shortly after the COMPETES bill was enacted, the DOE Office of Science distributed a
 request to all the DOE scientific advisory committees asking for community input on
 the development of public access plans. My colleagues at APS and I reached out to
 DOE, and worked with a number of additional contacts in the publishing community
 to send to all the committees requesting input a description of the publishing
 industry's infrastructure that could be used to enhance public access.

» Read more

Leonardo in San Francisco

http://www.energy.gov/downloads/doe-public-access-plan
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ostp/ostp_public_access_memo_2013.pdf
http://www.aip.org/fyi/2011/america-competes-reauthorization-bill-signed-law
http://www.aip.org/fyi/2011/america-competes-reauthorization-bill-signed-law
http://www.aip.org/commentary/milestone-public-access-research
http://www.aip.org/commentary/milestone-public-access-research


A new infograph on a recent Applied Physics Letters (APL) paper about a
 Leonardo da Vinci drawing debuts at AIP Publishing's booth at the American
 Chemical Society meeting this week in San Francisco. Featuring an iconic image
 thought to be the face of the great artist himself, the infograph asks the same
 question the authors of the APL paper set out to answer: Is his face
 disappearing?

» Read more

AIP welcomes Sean Bentley as new director of SPS/Sigma Pi Sigma

Sean Bentley, associate professor at Adelphi University, joined the SPS/Sigma Pi
 Sigma team this month as its new director. Dedicated to promoting and
 advancing undergraduate physics education, Sean has been recognized for his
 teaching skills and for his work to enhance the undergraduate experience
 through outreach. Sean has served as the advisor of Adelphi's SPS chapter since
 2003 and was the SPS zone councilor for zone 2 from 2010-14.

» Read more

Crystals online and in the world

Crystallography is close to the hearts of many in our community, and one of AIP's Member Societies, the
 American Crystallographic Association (ACA), is devoted to this field, which lies at the crossroads of
 chemistry, medicine, materials science, and manufacturing. 

 This year is a special year for crystallography, and the United Nations declared 2014 the
 "International Year of Crystallography" (IYCr2014) to recognize its importance to technology, modern
 society, and humanity. One cornerstone of this yearlong celebration was the 23rd Congress and
 General Assembly of the International Union of Crystallography (IUCr), a major international meeting
 that concluded yesterday in Montreal. IUCr is an Affiliated Society of AIP. This year, AIP staff in the
 News and Media Services Division worked for the first time with the National Research Council in

http://scitation.aip.org/content/aip/journal/apl/104/22/10.1063/1.4879838
http://scitation.aip.org/content/aip/journal/apl/104/22/10.1063/1.4879838
http://publishing.aip.org/publishing/news/leonardo-san-francisco
http://publishing.aip.org/publishing/news/leonardo-san-francisco
http://www.aip.org/news/2014/aip-welcomes-sean-bentley-new-director-spssigma-pi-sigma
http://www.aip.org/news/2014/aip-welcomes-sean-bentley-new-director-spssigma-pi-sigma
http://www.iycr2014.org/home


 Canada to promote research at IUCr.

» Read more

The SPS Observer

Get inspired with science outreach—and in-reach! Also featured are student
 experiences at the 13th Annual American Meteorological Society (AMS)
 Student Conference.

 

 

Radiations magazine

This issue explores society connections, both old and new. "The Lost Key" tells
 the story of Sigma Pi Sigma's origins, and "Staying Connected" features
 connections made within the Sigma Pi Sigma community.

 August 13

Birthday socials (Melville and College Park)
Brown bag lunch. “So Far...So Far: My Plug-In Electric Car Experience,” given by Raymond Chu,
 SRC Research Associate, 12 p.m. (College Park)

September 1

AIP and AIP Publishing closed for Labor Day (Melville and College Park)

September 10

Birthday socials (Melville and College Park)

September 12

Inside Science Underwriters meeting (College Park, MD)

September 16-19

PT Sales meeting (Baltimore, MD)

http://www.spsobserver.org/
http://www.sigmapisigma.org/radiations/index.htm
http://www.aip.org/news/2014/crystals-online-and-world
http://www.aip.org/news/2014/crystals-online-and-world


September 18

ACP Staff Appreciation Picnic (College Park)

September 18-21

SPS Executive Committee and Council meetings (College Park)

September 23

AIP Investment Advisory Committee meeting (Chicago, IL)

September 28- October 3

AIP ICTP Industrial Physics Forum (Sao Paulo, Brazil)

September 30

AIP Executive Committee meeting (College Park)


