
Nixon greeting the Apollo 11 crew at the White House
 after their Goodwill Tour in 1969. Image courtesy of
 NASA.
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Director's Matters
Guest column by Teasel Muir-Harmony, Associate Historian, Center for History of
 Physics

The role of space exploration in Cold War diplomacy

 In late July 1969, the Apollo 11 crew successfully landed on the Moon and returned safely back to
 Earth. After they splashed down in the Pacific Ocean, President Nixon greeted them on the USS
 Hornet aircraft carrier and asked them to act as his representatives on a goodwill tour that took
 them to nearly 30 cities around the world in just under two months. When they returned from their
 trip, Nixon thanked them for acting as his ambassadors and according to Neil Armstrong, told the
 crew that “He had been trying for years to get a meeting with Romanian President Nicolae
 Ceauçescu, and after leaving the Hornet he was able to get an appointment. President Nixon said

 something to the effect, ‘That meeting alone paid for everything we spent on the space program.’”1

The meeting Nixon was referring to laid the
 groundwork for normalizing relations with China,
 which would become one of the Nixon
 Administration’s major accomplishments in foreign
 relations. Although Nixon’s comment is clearly not a
 formal evaluation of Project Apollo, it does reflect the
 broad criteria used to assess the value of federally
 funded scientific and engineering programs during
 the Cold War.

Project Apollo was an enormous national investment.
 It became the largest scientific and technological
 program in United States history and, at the time, the
 greatest open-ended peacetime commitment by Congress. Sending men to the Moon cost the
 United States roughly $25 billion in the 1960s, more than 18 times what the country spent on the
 Panama Canal, over five times the expense of the Manhattan Project, and even more than the
 Eisenhower administration’s Interstate Highway System. This large-scale national investment
 highlights the political priority placed on international prestige during the Cold War, as well as the
 significant role that science and technology had come to play as diplomatic instruments in US
 foreign relations.

1 James Hansen, First Man: The Life of Neil A. Armstrong (New York: Simon & Schuster, 2005), 579.
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Read more.

Physics Resources Matters

Member Societies receive more student members through SPS

To give SPS undergraduate members an introduction to AIP Member Societies and the diverse fields
 that they represent, these students have long been given free membership into one society of their
 choice. Last year this was expanded from one to two societies to allow for increased exposure. This
 has dramatically increased the number of SPS students represented in each Member Society. The
 growth over the past six months is shown in this figure.

 

Career Network to host webinar for recent graduates

On April 30, Career Network (CN) will host a webinar on behalf of
 its partner organizations (AAPM, AAPT, APS, AVS, IEEE Computer
 Society, Physics Today, and SPS) titled “I am about to graduate —
what on Earth do I do now? 10 things you can do NOW to get a job
 and move your career forward.”

Read more.

Coming Up

April 21

ACP Art Reception introducing the next exhibit: “Flow” (College Park)

April 21-23
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STM Spring Conference (Washington, DC)

May 5

AIP Cinco de Mayo social (College Park)

May 6

ACP Blood Drive, 10 am-3 pm (College Park)

May 10-15

CLEO 2015 (San Jose, CA)

May 13

Birthday celebrations (College Park and Melville)

May 14

AIP Publishing Board of Managers meeting (Melville)

May 18-22

ASA 169th Meeting (Pittsburgh, PA)
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