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 Director's Matters
Guest column by Toni Sauncy, Director, Society of Physics Students
 (SPS) and Sigma Pi Sigma

Making connections: The return of the oldest key

One of the greatest honors in serving as the director of the Society of Physics Students
 is having the opportunity to play a role in keeping the historical traditions of the
 physics honor society, Sigma Pi Sigma. The honor society forms what might be
 considered the largest physics alumni association in existence, and the history
 contained in the “red book” records of Sigma Pi Sigma membership goes back to the
 very first members at Davidson College in 1921, predating the inception of AIP. In
 fact, AIP began developing its own student sections around 1951, spurred by close
 association with Sigma Pi Sigma, which became an Affiliated Society of AIP that same
 year. The story of the 1968 merger of AIP student sections with Sigma Pi Sigma is
 legendary, involving a very long meeting, with lots of cigars, that ultimately gave rise
 to the Society of Physics Students.

For more than 90 years, the names of honor society members have been recorded.
 After the merger with AIP, the records left Penn State to reside in the AIP/SPS
 National Office. The value of the attention given to Sigma Pi Sigma record keeping hit
 home last fall when the office received a very old insignia key from an anonymous
 sender. It was a delightful mystery, which was solved by taking a walk through history
 in the red books. It turned out that the mystery key was given to the 26th member of
 Sigma Pi Sigma at Davidson College: Assistant Professor of Mathematics, William N.
 Mebane, Jr., in 1923. Discussions with family members resulted in a request that the
 key be returned to Davidson.

» Read more

http://www.aip.org/commentary/making-connections-return-oldest-key
http://www.aip.org/commentary/making-connections-return-oldest-key


Newsweek "Cooling World" author sets the record straight in Inside Science

In May, Inside Science released another guest column as part of the
 ongoing series, Inside Science Minds. This latest piece was written by
 longtime Inside Science freelancer Peter Gwynne—a well-known and
 widely respected figure in science journalism who has written for Physics
 World and many other publications. In his column, Peter responded to
 those who cite Peter’s 1975 Newsweek article, “A Cooling World,” to

 attack the science of global warming. The Inside Science Minds column gave Peter a voice to set the
 record straight on the science of climate change since the Newsweek article appeared.

» Read more

Meet the 2014 SPS National Interns

» Read more

AIP Publishing opens new doors

On May 19, 2014, AIP Publishing opened its new offices
 at 1305 Walt Whitman Road, Suite 300, in Melville, NY,
 not far from its former location. The new office has a
 modern design and open floor plan, matching the
 culture that AIP Publishing is striving to achieve

» Read more

http://www.insidescience.org/content/my-1975-cooling-world-story-doesnt-make-todays-climate-scientists-wrong/1640
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 June 8-10

SLA Annual Conference (Vancouver, Canada)

June 8-13

CLEO (San Jose, CA)

June 11

June birthday socials (College Park and Melville)

June 12

Game time at ACP, featuring Bingo and Jeopardy. Bring your lunch; snacks will be provided.
 (College Park)

Learning Together-PSP Webinar: Funding and Research Fusion (Melville)

June 20-22

AIP Executive Committee Retreat (Hot Springs, VA)

June 23-26

New Faculty Physics and Astronomy Workshop (College Park)


