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Director's Matters
Guest column by Gregory Good, Director, Center for History of Physics

Online oral histories produce unexpected exposure

Before the AIP History Programs began putting transcripts of our oral history interviews online, most
 use was by scholars visiting the Niels Bohr Library & Archives in person. Researchers thumbed
 through the final typescript, reading or scanning for keywords—a slow and arduous process that did
 not lend itself to the discovery of the unexpected. Researchers invested their time only in transcripts
 that were right on target; for example, Heisenberg was sure to say something about quantum
 mechanics!

In 2007, we began putting transcripts of our oral history interviews online. Now, with over 1,000
 transcripts online and searchable in their entirety by a character string, and with search engines
 racing over the transcripts, too, attention to unexpected aspects of physicists’ lives has come to the
 fore. A book on the story of geology in China before 1949 cites our oral histories. Another on the
 history of radioactivity in medicine does, too.

Read more.

Physics Resources Matters

Physics Today Jobs website video

In recent months, Career Network and Media
 Services collaborated to create a video about
 the Physics Today Jobs site. This lively video
 provides an overview of the types of jobs and
 career development resources available to job
 seekers. It will be promoted in the coming
 months throughout AIP as a type of online
 “brochure” about the site.

Read more.
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 Streamlining FYI

As part of an effort to modernize and improve reader experience, the FYI Science Policy Bulletin has
 gotten a helping hand from talented individuals across AIP to make major changes in FYI’s content,
 visual appeal, and user interface. The result has been a bit like cosmetic surgery for AIP’s web- and
 email-based news product that reports on science policy developments in Washington.

Read more.

Coming Up

March 23

AIP Board of Directors meeting (College Park, MD)

March 24

Assembly of Society Officers (College Park, MD)

March 25

AIP Board of Directors meeting (College Park, MD)

April 5-6

AIP Sr. Staff Strategic Retreat (Annapolis, MD)

April 14-15

TIAA One-on-one Counseling Sessions (College Park, MD)

April 16-19

APS Spring Meeting (Salt Lake City, UT)

April 19

ACP Art Reception and Gallery talk (College Park, MD)

April 20

"AIP Chatters" monthly staff gathering (College Park, MD)
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