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Informing and Advocating Across the Physical Sciences
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At this time in our nation’s history, it is more important than ever for sci-
entists to galvanize support for continued federal funding of science and 
to promote well-informed science policy. We help keep Member Society 
staff, scientists, federal employees and politicians informed on what’s 
happening through our FYI science policy news service.

Sign-up is free and easy at www.aip.org/fyi

FYI–Science Policy News from AIP
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       In 2016, AIP supported the broad physical 

science community and reached out to 
public audiences by providing news 
products, advocacy opportunities and 
public events. Our Media Services 
staff offered press conferences, 
webcasting, press releases, 
promotional videos and other media 

support to seven Member Societies. 
The staff of Inside Science, our general-

audience nonprofit science journalism 
venture, experimented with new video and 

story formats. We launched a new and updated website with a new 
beat system that categorizes our news under popular topics: Space, 
Technology, Physics, Creature, Culture, Earth, Human and Sports. 

We also launched a new, improved website and email interface for our 
flagship policy news service, FYI. Other changes to FYI included bringing 
on new staff, increasing the frequency of stories and building capacity to 
cover more science policy events.

At the June 2016 retreat in Portland, Maine, the AIP Board approved a 
pilot project to launch two new FYI-branded products, FYI This Week and 
FYI Tracker. The first two of three trackers were rolled out in 2016, and 
FYI This Week launched in early January 2017. The Media Services team 
also launched a pilot program to offer each of our 10 Member Societies 
$5,000 worth of free media services, and in 2016 we provided these 
services to nine of our Societies. AIP also launched a pilot project to 
increase government relations advocacy services.

(continued on back inside cover)

 A Message from AIP’s COO

Catherine O’Riordan, PhD
COO, American Institute of Physics



 » FYI This Week is a weekly newsletter that orients readers to science 
policy in Washington, D.C. for the upcoming week and provides a 
roundup from the previous week.

 » The FYI Federal Science Budget Tracker provides up-to-date 
information on the status of budgets and appropriations relevant to 
the physical sciences.

 » The FYI Federal Science Leadership Tracker is an index of high-
level federal officials who have responsibility for appropriating 
funds, setting policy or managing programs relevant to the physical 
sciences.

Thanks for this new 
product. I have to say it 
is very good and a nice 

new addition to the suite 
of information products 
bearing the FYI brand….

– Kevin Marvel, Executive 
Officer, AAS  

“

With new staff, new logos, new products and a newly designed web page, 
the FYI science policy news service underwent growth, modernization 
and market analysis. The effort had a significant effect on its impact, as 
demonstrated by jumps in Twitter, website and email traffic.

“
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FYI Gets a Facelift New FYI Products Launched in 2016
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Photo credit: Rolando Zapata Bello, Governor of 
the State of Yucatán, flanked by IYL organizers

AIP launched a pilot project in 2016 to increase 

advocacy services and conducted market research in order to 

better understand the needs of our com-

munity. This effort was designed to help Member Societies 

address government relations topics of 

interest, especially when resources are limited.
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Advocacy for the Community Supporting International Outreach

AIP staff are now working with our Member Societies to identify the 
best potential government relations topics to concentrate on in 2017.  

As a founding partner, we helped 
to shape this yearlong event, 
which featured thousands of 
activities involving millions of 
people in more than 120 coun-
tries worldwide.

Closing Ceremony site at http://www.iyl2015closing.org

AIP, a founding partner of 
the UNESCO-sponsored 

International Year of 
Light and Light-Based 
Technologies in 2015, 
attended the 2016 
Closing Ceremonies in 
Mérida, Mexico, as part 

of the U.S. delegation.



I knew my experience with the House of 
Representatives would be a completely new 
challenge. I have long had a passion for 
the bridge of communication between the 
technical and nontechnical worlds, but it was 
only through my internship this summer that I 
was able to see that passion come to life in the 
realm of science policy.

– Tabitha Colter 

“ judicial misconduct

nuclear power

Native American 
issues

consumer privacy

nonproliferation

water resources management

“

energy
disaster relief

Congress and State Department Fellowships and Interns on the Hill
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The American Institute of Physics, in partnership with the Acoustical 
Society of America (ASA), annually sponsors two scientists to spend 
a year providing analytical expertise and scientific advice to Congress. 
They work on varied issues in Washington, D.C., ensuring that the voice 
of science is heard in policymaking circles before going on to careers in 
academia, industry, teaching, consulting and government.

Rebecca Reesman
(APS Member)
2016–2017 AIP-ASA 
Congressional Science 
Fellow
PhD from The Ohio State 
University for work on a 
novel mathematical meth-
od to characterize galactic 
gamma-ray emission. 
Served in the Office of 
Rep. Derek Kilmer (D-WA)

Ryan Murphy (APS 
Member)
2016–2017 Congressio-
nal Science Fellow
PhD from Washington 
University in St. Louis for 
research on the origin 
of galactic cosmic rays. 
Served in the Office of 
Rep. Betty McCollum 
(D-MN) 

Alice Alpert
(AMS Member)

2016–2017 State Department Fellow
PhD from the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology-Woods Hole Ocean-
ographic Institution Joint Program in 
Oceanography for studies on climate 
variability using environmental 
archives of past ocean temperatures. 
Served in the Bureau of Oceans and 
International Environmental and 
Scientific Affairs, Office of Global 
Change

Demitri Call
2016 AIP Mather Policy Intern
B.S. in Physics from Sonoma 
State University in California.
Worked for the House Com-
mittee on Science, Space & 
Technology

Tabitha Colter
2016 AIP Mather Policy Intern
Undergraduate physics and philos-
ophy major at Furman University in 
Greenville, SC.
Worked for the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee

technology transfer  

AIP sponsors Science & Technology Fellowships at 
the State Department, which helps enable policy to be 
informed by science.

The AIP Mather Public Policy Internship Program 
sponsors undergraduate physics majors to spend the 
summer working in a congressional office on Capitol 
Hill, providing support to representatives and staff as 
needed on a range of issues. The program is supported 
by the John and Jane Mather Foundation for Science 
and the Arts, and aims to promote awareness of and 
interaction with the policy process in Washington D.C. 
for undergraduate physics students. 



Nonprofit Science Journalism — Inside Science is a nonprofit science 
journalism venture aimed at general audiences that syndicates content to 
mainstream media outlets. In 2016 our stories were featured in websites 
including the San Francisco Chronicle, Business Insider, LiveScience and 
others.

In July, Inside Science relaunched its website, with a more visually 
attractive look intended to improve the appeal of the site to dedicated and 
casual visitors. We also experimented with new video and story formats, 
including investigative features, fully animated videos, hosted videos and 
longer form documentaries.
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Nonprofit Science Journalism – Inside Science News and Videos

is generously supported 
by a coalition of 
underwriters:

Inside Science by the Numbers in 2016

50

40%

1.27

468,000

stories reprinted in
mainstream outlets

more time on page after 
site redesign

video views on 
YouTube, Facebook

million page views to 
website

35,000 for most viewed 
web story

Expanded Coverage
Inside Science redesigned its web page 
and organized its stories into eight 
topical beats.



One press release about 
the NIST-4 watt balance 
and the redefinition of 
the kilogram resulted 
in an article in The 
Washington Post.

Our Media Services team writes and pitches press releases describing 
groundbreaking scientific advances from researchers around the 
world who present their work at Member Society meetings or in their 
journals — as well as in AIP Publishing journals. 

In 2016 we earned media coverage in outlets such as the New York 
Times, L.A. Times, U.S. News & World Report, NPR, BBC, ABC, CBS, 
NBC News and other mainstream media. 

Webcasting continues to be a popular service that our Media Services 
team provides. In 2016 we did dozens of press conferences that were 
broadcast over the internet.

In 2016 AIP helped to bring a physics circus to the USA Science and 
Engineering Festival in Washington, D.C., in partnership with several of its 
Member Societies (AAPT, AAS, ACA, APS, ASA and OSA) as well as the 
National Society of Hispanic Physicists.
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Getting Science Into the News Outreach to Media and the Public



The Lyne Starling Trimble Science Heritage Public 
Lectures saw greater attendance in 2016 and offered four lectures 
bringing prominent scholars to the American Center for Physics, home 
to AIP, as part of our outreach activities.

In 2016, hundreds of people were treated to talks on nuclear cities in 
the United States and Soviet Union, the demise of the Superconducting 
Super Collider, Chinese and American scientific diplomacy, and scien-
tists’ discussions of apocalyptic phenomena.

PHYSICISTS       DIPLOMATSAS

US-CHINA  SCIENTIFIC  EXCHANGES  FROM  ARMS  CONTROL  TO  CLIMATE  CHANGE

 A   LYNE   STARLING   TRIMBLE   SCIENCE   HERITAGE   PUBLIC   LECTURE

Professor of History, California State Polytechnic University, Pomona

PRESENTED  BY  ZUOYUE  WANG

EVERYONE IS WELCOME

A LYNE STARLING TRIMBLE SCIENCE HERITAGE PUBLIC LECTURE

PRESENTED BY KATE BROWN, PROFESSOR OF HISTORY, UMD

NUCLEAR FAMILIES, ATOMIC CITIES, AND THE GREAT  
SOVIET AND AMERICAN PLUTONIUM DISASTERS

A Lyne Starling Trimble Science 

Heritage Public Lecture

Presented by Michael Riordan

Emeritus, University of California, Santa Cruz

A BRIDGE TOO FAR?
THE DEMISE OF THE SUPERCONDUCTING SUPER COLLIDER

EVERYONE IS WELCOME

A   LYNE   STARLING   TRIMBLE   SCIENCE   HERITAGE   PUBLIC   LECTURE

PRESENTED   BY   MATT   STANLEY,   PROFESSOR   OF   HISTORY   &   PHILOSOPHY   OF   SCIENCE,   NYU

EVERYONE  IS  WELCOME

LEARNING  TO  PREDICT  THE  SCIENTIFIC  APOCALYPSE

FROM PHYSICS TO PROPHECY

Public Lectures
(continued from front inside cover)

Now more than ever, the physical science community needs timely, ac-
curate and unbiased reporting of federal science funding and legislative 
priorities as the new U.S. Congress and administration move forward. 

AIP also continued to provide value to Member Societies. Four scientists 
served as Science Policy Fellows, two in congressional offices and one 
each at the Departments of State and of Education. The Society of Phys-
ics Students continues to insert science into policymaking and provide 
outstanding experiences for physics undergraduates through the Capitol 
Hill Mather Policy Intern program.   

Finally, AIP fulfilled its mission to disseminate science information to 
the general public through events such as the International Year of Light 
closing ceremony, the USA Science and Engineering Festival, and the se-
ries of four Lyne Starling Trimble Public Lectures in the History of Physics.  
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The Chirp Heard  Round the World
One of the great scientific discoveries of the 21st century was announced in 2016: 
the first detection of gravitational waves—faint, almost imperceptible ripples in the 
fabric of spacetime registering as a brief chirp on a pair of 4 km-long instruments 
located in Louisiana and Washington state known as LIGO. They had cascaded 
through the cosmos for 1.4 billion years and were the result of the merger of two 
massive black holes with a total mass 65 times of our sun, and released power 
50 times greater than all the light radiated by every stars in our entire observable 
universe. LIGO detected the gravitational waves 100 years after Albert Einstein 
first predicted their existence.
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