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NEH GRANT TO PRESERVE 
HISTORY OF PHYSICS

FROM THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE:
ADOPT A BOOK

By Melanie Mueller, Director, Niels Bohr Library & Archives

By Mariann M. Salisbury, Director of Development

In August 2018, the AIP Niels Bohr Li-
brary & Archives was awarded $300,000 
from the National Endowment for the 
Humanities in the form of a Sustaining 
Cultural Heritage Collections Implemen-
tation Grant. The NEH designed this grant 
to support preventative conservation mea-
sures to prolong the useful life of collec-
tions to help cultural institutions preserve 
large and diverse holdings of humanities 
materials for future generations.

Thanks to this transformative support 
from the NEH, the NBL&A will partner 
with consultants who specialize in pres-
ervation environments, architecture, en-
gineering, shelving, and other infrastruc-
ture needs to create a secure vault storage 
area to house our rare books and archival 
materials, including the recently acquired 
Wenner Collection of rare books and jour-
nals covering nearly 500 years of history. 
The collection of nearly 3,800 volumes 

contains works by Ptolemy, Galileo, Huy-
gens, Halley, Newton, Laplace, and many 
early 19th-century natural philosophers.
 
Research and design for the new vault 
storage area will begin in October 2018. 
Watch for the newsletter in 2019 for fur-
ther updates as we approach the construc-
tion phase of the vault project.

The development team at AIP continues 
to raise funds to support the activation of 
the Wenner Collection.To date we have 
raised $6,367,933 toward our goal of 
$10,000,000.With a generous leadership 
pledge of $5,000,000 from the Avenir 
Foundation, AIP was able to name the li-
brary reading room the Homer L. Dodge 
Reading Room and apply some of the 
pledge to the purchase of the Wenner Col-
lection. The support from the Avenir Foun-
dation inspired other foundations to step 
forward. The Center for History of Phys-
ics is proud to announce that it received a 
grant of $62,000 on September 21, 2018, 
from the Gordon and Betty Moore Foun-
dation in support of a workshop and white 
paper to conceptualize a History Observa-

tory, which would capture and share the 
events and activities of major scientific 
collaborations to preserve the historical 
record and illuminate the process of sci-
ence. This grant will promote the global 
mission of the Center for History of Phys-
ics and advance the study of the history of 
physical sciences.

Books in the Niels Bohr Library & Ar-
chives rare books collection contain a 
broad spectrum of topics related to the 
history of the physical sciences, as well as 
offering compelling visuals. The NBL&A 
was just awarded $646,697 from the Sloan 
Foundation to support the bibliographic 
description and digitization of the Wenner 
Collection. This grant will help NBL&A 

accelerate access and provide long-term 
accessibility to our rare books.

You can support library maintenance, con-
servation, and care of these fascinating ti-
tles by adopting one of the books and fol-
lowing the link below.

www.aip.org/physics-heritage- 
and-promise/adopt-a-book

You or your designee will be commemorat-
ed as the official adopter of the book in the 
online catalog as well as on a bookmark in-
side the volume. Your gift will help to pre-
serve these vital works of science history.
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FIRST NATIONAL HISTORY DAY 
AWARDS PRESENTED
By Amanda Nelson, Archivist

2018 was the first year in our three-year coop-
erative agreement with the National History 
Day Foundation to sponsor the History of the 
Physical Sciences & Technology Prize at their 
national competition. The prize gives a schol-
arship to an outstanding entry in both the Junior 
(middle school) and Senior (high school) lev-
els that explores a person or event important to 
the history of science and technology and puts 
the subject in historical context. We hope the 
award will help students become interested in 
the history of science and technology and bring 
a new generation of users to our resources. Both 
our winners this year participated in the paper 
portion of the competition, though the recipient 
can come from any project type (paper, perfor-
mance, documentary, website, or exhibit).

To help spread the news about the new prize and 
give students and teachers some ideas on pos-
sible topics, I wrote an article for the 2018–19 
National History Day theme book for this year’s 
theme of “Tragedy and Triumph.” Included are 
links to our various archival resources and an 
advertisement at the end of the article pointing 
them to the AIP History Programs webpages in 
general. Physical copies of the theme book are 
given to national competition participants and 
viewed over 300,000 times online by teach-
ers and students participating in the upcoming 
year’s competition. 

Junior paper:  Isabelle Appel (Bettendorf, IA)— “Lise Meitner: Advancing 

Scientific Discovery in the Face of Conflicts Through Personal Sacrifice and 

Compromise”. Photo credit: Amanda Nelson

Senior paper: Ali Jones (Spokane, WA)— “Galileo Galilei: A Conflict of Faiths”. 

Photo credit: Amanda Nelson
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LAB HISTORY 11TH MEETING IN LOS ALAMOS
 By Dr. Aimee Slaughter, Museum Educator, Los Alamos Historical Society

On July 15, 2018, 22 scholars gathered in historic 
Fuller Lodge in Los Alamos, New Mexico for the 11th 
meeting of the Lab History group. The Lab History 
group meets every year or two, hosted by members’ 
home organizations, to discuss the history of nation-
al laboratories and of laboratories generally. In recent 
years the group has met in Washington, DC, hosted by 
the National Air and Space Museum, and in Albuquer-
que, New Mexico, hosted by Sandia National Labo-
ratories. This year the Los Alamos Historical Society 
welcomed historians of the physical sciences, social 
scientists, humanities scholars, and scientists to Los 
Alamos to share their research.

Before the meeting day, attendees explored Los Alam-
os ScienceFest, an annual county-fair-meets-science-
fair event. The director of the Bradbury Science Mu-
seum, Linda Deck, gave an insider’s introductory tour 
of the museum. In the evening, meeting attendees and 
locals interested in lab history chatted over hors d’oeu-
vres at a welcome event at the Hans Bethe House, part 
of the Los Alamos History Museum. A highlight of the 
event was the demonstration of a replica FERMIAC 
by Los Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) summer 
student Corey Skinner. LANL scientists created the 
museum-quality replica of this 1947 tabletop analog 
computer, which traces neutron paths that are calculat-
ed as the device is rolled across a sheet of paper.

On the meeting day, 10 scholars shared their research 
into lab history topics ranging from supercomputing 
to leadership of national labs to stories of historically 

marginalized voices to Boy Scouts hacking national 
laboratory computers. The talks were held in the main 
hall of Fuller Lodge, which has been the heart of Los 
Alamos since it was built in 1929. It was built as a 
dining hall for the Los Alamos Ranch School and also 
used as a dining hall by the Manhattan Project(which 
closed the school in 1943). Following the talks, the 
group had a private tour of the Los Alamos History 
Museum, which recently reopened with new exhibits 
in December 2016.

The next morning, meeting attendees enjoyed a tour 
of the New Mexico Consortium (NMC) Biological 
Laboratory led by Steve Buelow, the executive direc-
tor. The NMC is a nonprofit cooperation between the 
University of New Mexico, New Mexico State Uni-
versity, and the New Mexico Institute of Mining and 
Technology that partners with LANL and with indus-
try to support research and educational programs. Dr. 
Buelow walked the group through laboratories where 
researchers study biofuels, plant biology and agricul-
ture, and biomedical engineering. It was a fascinating 
behind-the-scenes look at research done in collabora-
tion with national laboratories.

The Lab History group will meet next in Denver, 
Colorado. The meeting date has not yet been set, 
but more information and a call for papers will be 
announced as the planning progresses. Historians 
of science at all career stages are welcome to share 
their research, from fully polished projects to works 
in progress.

11th meeting of the Lab History group in progress at 

the Fuller Lodge. Photo credit: Greg Good
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THE ST CROSS CENTRE FOR THE HISTORY AND 
PHILOSOPHY OF PHYSICS (HAPP)
By Joanna Ashbourn, Director, Centre for History and Philosophy of Physics, Oxford University

The St Cross Centre for the History and Philosophy of Physics 
(HAPP) at the University of Oxford has been established in the 
first instance to bring together the community of scholars in the 
history and philosophy of physics in Oxford, the United Kingdom, 
and beyond. Over the centuries Britain’s contribution to the inter-
national study of physics has been enormous, with the University 
of Oxford playing a key role in many areas of its advancement. 
Oxford continues to be a centre of excellence for research both on 
the historical development of the discipline and the philosophy 
which shapes its inquiry.

HAPP does not simply focus on chronicling the history of the dis-
cipline as a retrospective exercise but also critically engages with 
the philosophy and the methodologies which inform how current 
research in physics is undertaken. Being based at St Cross Col-
lege, the Centre is well positioned to investigate those milestones 
in the field in which the University of Oxford has played a leading 
role. Such scientific contributions extend from the emergence of 
the study of physics during the Middle Ages to the establishment 
of the Royal Society and the development of the modern disci-
pline in the 20th and 21st centuries.

The Center for History of Physics at the American Institute of 
Physics has very generously supported the following conferences:

Physics Controversies Past and Present: Over the centuries the 
progress of physics has been marked by theoretical hypotheses 
investigated by experimental verification or falsification, or by 
experimental discovery seeking a theoretical explanation. In both 
circumstances, controversies have often raged before a generally 
accepted view is adopted. This conference looked at some famous 
examples, starting with the observations and theory of Coperni-
cus challenging the centuries-old theological explanation of the 
heavens based on Aristotle’s geocentric model, right up to one of 
the most recent controversies: the claim by a major experimental 

group to have observed neutrinos travelling faster than the speed 
of light, in apparently direct contradiction of Einstein’s Special 
Theory of Relativity.

The Émigrés in Oxford Physics: Throughout the ages, the 
movement of physicists between countries and across continents 
has been one of the major factors in the progress and propagation 
of the subject. Most infamously of all, the enforced emigration of 
Jewish physicists from Nazi Germany and Central Europe in the 
1930s and 1940s led to a number of eminent physicists settling 
in Oxford. But prior to that, generations of scholars in the natural 
sciences had travelled across the globe to the major centres of 
learning, including the University of Oxford. Today this continues 
with the globalisation of the subject in academic, industrial, and 
government worlds and with the establishment of supranational 
research facilities. This conference focussed on the experiences 
and achievements of many of these distinguished émigré physi-
cists from the 17th century to the present day.

Medieval Physics in Oxford: This conference was intended to 
challenge the commonly held view of the prolonged gap in the 
progress of Western civilisation’s understanding of the natural 
world between the theories of the Ancient Greeks, led in particu-
lar by Aristotle and Plato, and the formation of the modern world 
view leading to the heliocentric theory of the solar system and the 
theories of mechanics and gravity. These modern theories were, 
in fact, the result of centuries of empirical and theoretical work, 
which was conducted mainly in the universities of Europe and, in 
particular at, Oxford, and which replaced in turn the Aristotelian 
world view of antiquity and then the literally biblical view of the 
Church. The conference reviewed the contributions of these me-
dieval scholars working at Oxford and is intended to demonstrate 
the evolution of this activity from its theoretical, theological ori-
gins into the activity using mathematics and experimental obser-
vations, which forms the basis of modern physics.
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All the lectures given at HAPP conferences are videoed and made available online as an additional outreach resource for the general 
public, school pupils, teachers and students. Videos for the three conferences supported by the AIP Center for History of Physics are 
available at the HAPP Event webpages: www.stx.ox.ac.uk/happ/events.

Joanna Ashbourn examining rare materials at the Museum for History of Science. Photo credit: Greg Good
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MELBA PHILLIPS PAPERS NOW ONLINE
By Sarah Cochrane, Assistant Archivist

The Melba Phillips papers (spanning from 1922 to 1999) is the 
latest archival collection to be digitized and is now accessible to 
researchers in the Niels Bohr Library & Archives’ online digital 
repository. We are very excited to provide easier online access 
to this fascinating collection that provides a glimpse into the life 
of physics educator Melba Phillips. Read on to learn more about 
Phillips and some of the items of interest from this collection.

Melba Phillips was born in Hazelton, Indiana, on February 1, 
1907. By 1926, she had earned a bachelor’s degree in mathemat-
ics from Oakland City College of Indiana and in 1928 received a 
master’s degree in physics from Battle Creek College in Mich-
igan. In 1933, Phillips received her doctoral degree in physics 
from the University of California, Berkeley, where she was one of 
the first doctoral students supervised by J. Robert Oppenheimer.

Phillips left Berkeley in 1935 and held temporary positions for the 
next three years at Bryn Mawr College, the Institute for Advanced 
Study, and the Connecticut College for Women before obtaining a 
long-term faculty position at Brooklyn College in 1938, and a part-
time position at the Columbia University Radiation Laboratory in 
1944. In 1952, Phillips lost both jobs for refusing to testify before 
the United States Senate’s Internal Security Subcommittee (also 
known as the McCarran Committee) which investigated alleged 
communist activities. For several years after, Phillips remained un-
employed, but used her time to coauthor two textbooks: Classical 
Electricity and Magnetism (1955) with Wolfgang K. H. Panofsky 
and Principles of Physical Science (1957) with Francis Bonner.

The next stage of Phillips’s career began in 1957 when Edward 
Condon appointed her associate director of Washington Universi-
ty’s Academic Year Institute, a teacher-training institute. She left 
Washington University in 1962 to work at the University of Chi-
cago, where she remained until her 1972 retirement as professor 
emerita. Even after her official retirement, Phillips continued to 
work, serving as a visiting professor at both the State University 
of New York, Stony Brook (up to 1975) and the Graduate School 
of the University of Science and Technology, Chinese Academy 
of Sciences, Beijing (1980).

Throughout her career Phillips was the recipient of many awards 
and honors, including the Oersted Medal of the American Associ-
ation of Physics Teachers (1974), the Karl Taylor Compton Award 
of the American Institute of Physics (1981), the Guy and Rebecca 
Forman Award for Outstanding Teaching in Undergraduate Physics 
from Vanderbilt University (1988), and the American Physical So-
ciety Joseph A. Burton Forum Award (2003). Additionally, she was 
a fellow of both the American Physical Society and the American 

Melba Phillips at 1939 American Physical Society meeting in Washington, DC. 

Photo by Esther Mintz, courtesy of AIP Emilio Segrè Visual Archives, Esther 

Mintz Collection
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Association for the Advancement of Science. In 1981, the Amer-
ican Association of Physics Teachers established the Melba New-
ell Phillips Medal in Phillips’s honor and awarded her the inaugu-
ral medal in 1982.

This collection of papers is comprised largely of personal and 
professional correspondence between Phillips and her family, 
friends, and colleagues, with a few other miscellaneous items 
in the second series, including report cards, speeches, and clip-
pings. One item of interest from the collection is the 1933 book-
let from the University of California Appointment Secretary that 
contains Phillips’s educational information and a series of em-
ployment recommendation letters written by professors who had 
worked with and knew Phillips as a student, including J. Robert 
Oppenheimer. In his letter, Oppenheimer wrote that Phillips “had 
a genuine vocation for mathematics and theoretical physics, and 
an outstanding talent for it,” whom he recommended “as a valu-
able member of any university physics department in the country” 
(box 1, folder 1).

Spread throughout box 1, folder 1 is material related to Phillips’s 
1952 firing from Brooklyn College and its aftermath even de-
cades later. Interesting to read are letters of support friends and 
colleagues wrote offering Phillips various means of assistance, 
including letters from Philip Morrison and Felix Bloch. There is 
also the text of a talk Phillips gave at an American Physical Soci-
ety meeting in 1978, called “Studying Physics in the Thirties—A 
Personal Recollection,” in which she discusses her educational 
background and especially what it was like being a female physics 
student (box 1, folder 2).

For more information about the Melba Phillips papers, view the 
collection finding aid: history.aip.org/ead/20070154.html.
The full, digitized collection is available: 
repository.aip.org/islandora/object/nbla:AR2007746.

To learn more about Phillips, including other resources by and 
about her, view her Physics History Network profile: 
history.aip.org/phn/11402003.html.

Summons sent to Phillips ahead of 1952 McCarran Committee hearing. 

box 1, folder 1, Melba Phillips papers, 1922–1999.
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Are scale and commensurability such 
important issues simply because climate 
changes? Faced with the questions of an-
ticipatory history raised by the need to 
prepare for future change, how can we 
recognise and surmount a potential “his-
torians’ deficit”—the limitations implicit 
in our own basic understandings of what 
change means? And how important are 
computer models to claims for globality 
in the climate sciences?

These are some of the questions that 
participants felt had been raised by a 
week’s work on scientific instruments 
and environmental physics, the subjects 
of the inaugural History and Philosophy 
of Physics Network Summer School held 
in Oxford this August. But before getting 

into the content of our deliberations, it 
might be helpful to introduce readers of 
this newsletter to HAPP and its summer 
school.

Since 2014 the Centre for the History 
and Philosophy of Physics founded at 
St Cross College has hosted a series of 
one-day conferences on topics ranging 
from Wittgenstein and physics through 
histories of the sun, moon, and medieval 
astronomy, to work on interpretations of 
quantum mechanics or the nature of time. 
Its events have often brought historical 
and philosophical approaches into close 
conversation and also attracted unusually 
broad audiences for academic work. Or-
ganised by theoretical physicist and solar 
expert Jo Ashbourn, the centre also has 

visiting fellowships, and even a prize to 
distribute (see www.stx.ox.ac.uk/happ).

Last summer the centre sought to develop 
a new strand to its activities by inviting 
a small group of historians of physics 
from Britain and Europe to constitute a 
network that might help foster historical 
research in the physical sciences. Asked 
to consider how to enhance the subject 
beyond our own universities, our discus-
sions led us to decide to organise a sum-
mer school. We thought that offering two 
strands of study would challenge every-
one who participated and help invigorate 
approaches to each subject by raising the 
possibility of conversation across them. 
Rob Iliffe decided to run sessions on sci-
entific instruments, while I focused on 

SCIENTIFIC INSTRUMENTS AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL PHYSICS: THE INAUGURAL 
HAPP NETWORK SUMMER SCHOOL
By Richard Staley, University of Cambridge



www.aip.org/history-programs 13History Newsletter | Volume 50, No. 2

“environmental physics” as a way of ap-
proaching aspects of climate change.

Our aim to draw together people from di-
verse backgrounds was amply met. More 
than 30 participants joined us from nine 
countries (especially Britain, the United 
States and Germany), spanning the range 
from a BA student through to doctoral stu-
dents, postdocs, faculty, and independent 
scholars. While some were budding spe-
cialists in the subjects being discussed, we 
also attracted seasoned researchers, people 
developing creative new takes on literature 
and museum displays, and working meteo-
rologists, one of whom reported that he’d 
learned a host of new words, while also 
wondering whether we’d given enough 
weight to the essentials of climate models.

That rich mix of interests and experience 
gave real variety and depth to our discus-
sions, and confirmed the value of consider-
ing the audience closely in the way we de-
veloped the programme, with its deliberate 
variation in forums and kinds of learning. 
We moved between lectures, discussions in 
groups and the whole, and activities—and 
of course left plenty of time to debrief in 
the pubs of Oxford.

In the middle of the week, tours of the Mu-
seum of History of Science and the Central 
Laser Facility and neutron source of the 
Rutherford Appleton Laboratory, respec-
tively provided a close counterpoint and 
fascinating contrast to the material we’d 
been discussing each day. And we fin-
ished the week discussing research agen-
das, learning about the distinctive projects 
and principal concerns of everyone in the 
room—followed by a quick visit from Ox-
ford Instruments, who had provided gener-
ous funding and offered a talk reflecting on 
the history of their own firm.

Generally our mornings began on instru-
ments, and after lunch we addressed envi-
ronmental physics and climate. Iliffe, Boris 
Jardine, and Josh Nall presented a tightly 
woven treatment of tools of science that 

explored their engagement with naviga-
tion and place, in particular, from the early 
modern period through to the beginning of 
the 20th century. Iliffe’s introductory lecture 
worked through the strategic geopolitical 
interests expressed in the voyages of dis-
covery that European nations sponsored 
from Cook to Malaspina and Vancouver, 
showing how Cook formed a model for lat-
er voyages and examining how expeditions 
overlaid a succession of claims through 
navigational charting. Jardine took us back 
to the early modern cross staff and books 
displaying a universalism through geomet-
ric grasp, carefully (and very eloquently) 
interrelating the history and historiography 
of movement, knowledge, and materials. 
Nall’s study was based on the Whipple Mu-
seum exhibition on astronomy and empire 
he has curated, underlining the importance 
of the observational solutions to the prob-
lems of latitude and longitude rather than 
clocks, and showing how these were also 
related to an industrialisation of the ruling 
engine. He concluded by exploring the 
metrology of Piazzi Smyth in Egypt, and 
the mixed lessons of Lockyer and Gilbert 
Walker debating the relations between sun-
spots and monsoons—thereby bringing the 
instruments strand of our studies to bear 
on issues concerning climate. Though our 
discussions rarely touched on explicit com-
parisons and contrasts, listening to these 
lectures I noted similarities in the centrality 
of geopolitical concerns and pondered on 
different forms of universality and global 
reach.

Greg Good, Director of AIP’s Center for 
History of Physics, kicked off the afternoon 
treatments of environmental physics with a 
study of physics as an observatory and field 
science, moving between concerns with 
geomagnetism and solar studies in the 18th 

and 19th centuries, and examining different 
forms of Humboldtian engagement with 
the earth.

The two other sessions dealt rather differ-
ently with the readings that had been set. 
Matthias Heymann and I asked partici-

pants to first discuss two revealing primary 
sources from 1962 and 1972, and then new 
chapters from Heymann and Sarah Dry on 
modelling in Britain and Dansgaard and 
others’ work recognising the possibility of 
using isotopic studies of past precipitation 
to read temperature histories. In this case 
we moved from small group discussions to 
treating the issues in the round. In the third 
session, Good and I asked participants to 
explore the contrasting perspectives of ei-
ther Hubert Lamb or Michael Mann, intro-
ducing them to a mix of primary sources on 
the making and unmaking of the Medieval 
Warm Period, a field that so far has been 
approached largely through participant his-
tories or controversy studies.

If framing these concerns as environmental 
physics was an invitation to take more seri-
ously aspects of the physics discipline that 
have so far been underrepresented by his-
torians, our sessions also sought to engage 
participants in the early stages of forming 
historical narratives. In Monday’s keynote 
lecture on iconic maps of climate (change), 
Mike Hulme had conveyed a similar sense 
of history in the making. Although his ex-
plicit concern was with the relatively less 
well understood treatment of geographies 
of climate, embodied diversely in 16 differ-
ent forms of map, his close concern with 
their context and interpretation offered 
many intriguing historical perspectives.

Similarly, we had the rare privilege of dis-
cussing Dry’s chapter as history early Tues-
day afternoon, followed by learning about 
her perspective on public histories of climate 
in a keynote session. Focusing on emotive 
and anticipatory dimensions, her lecture and 
discussion moved between playful explora-
tion and exploratory urgency.

I hope this brief sketch has indicated that, 
above all, this summer school was an in-
vitation to collaborate in the future of 
history-making.

Top left image: A session taking place in a library 

room at Oxford. Photo credit: Greg Good.
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BANNED BOOKS WEEK AT NBL&A
By Allison Rein, Assistant Director of Special Collections

In celebration of Banned Books Week (9/23–9/29), I’m going to 
be discussing one of the most infamous challenges to scientific 
information in history: Galileo’s book Dialogue Concerning the 
Two Chief World Systems (Dialogo sopra i due massimi sistemi 
del mondo) and his eventual trial for heresy.

First, a little information about Banned Books Week. Every 
year at the end of September, the American Library Association 
(ALA) cosponsors a week to celebrate intellectual freedom, and 
the freedom to read, one of the ALA’s core principles.Initial-
ly launched in 1982, it’s a response to books being challenged 
in schools and public libraries across the nation. There are doc-
umented requests to remove books from libraries in the United 
States. every year. While Galileo’s books may not be on the list 
this year, the list of challenged books includes renowned clas-
sics like The Catcher in the Rye, To Kill a Mockingbird, and 
Beloved, in addition to contemporary children’s and young 
adult literature.For more about Banned Books Week, check out 
https://bannedbooksweek.org/about/.

Now, forgive me for any misrepresentation of Galileo or the his-
tory of heliocentrism—I’m a librarian, not a historian or astrono-
mer. But from what I understand, he was kind of a big deal. While 
heliocentrism (the understanding that Earth and all our other plan-

ets revolve around the Sun) was not discovered by Galileo, he 
does get a lot of the credit for kicking up a fuss about it. Before 
heliocentrism was widely accepted, most astronomers used the 
Ptolemaic system in which our lovely planet Earth was the center 
of the solar system. Though there had been questions about the 
Ptolemaic model for centuries, Copernicus gets credit for being 
the European originator of heliocentrism with the publication of 
On the Revolutions of the Heavenly Spheres in 1543. (Copernicus 
didn’t escape criticism or challenges, but his book was neverthe-
less used by astronomers.) Though other scientists contributed to 
the discussion around heliocentrism vs. geocentrism (including 
Kepler and Brahe), it was Galileo who contributed new astronom-
ical observations and campaigned for heliocentrism.

First, let us backtrack. Though his Dialogue ultimately brought 
about Galileo’s trial, it’s his book Sidereus Nuncius (Starry Mes-
senger) from 1610 that started him on his heliocentric journey. 
Its publication spawned a slow-moving controversy which finally 
resulted in the Inquisition formally declaring heliocentrism to be 
heretical in 1616. Galileo was warned to abstain from teaching or 
discussing the heliocentric theory. Yet in 1632 he published his 
Dialogue, an imagined conversation among three individuals about 
astronomy and science: one pro-Copernican, one pro-Ptolemaic/
Aristotelian, and one neutral. Galileo presented his arguments 
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for a heliocentric system, alongside pro-Ptolemaic/Aristotelian 
arguments voiced by Simplicio, which his other protagonists 
criticized one by one. The complicated situation is discussed by 
many historians, but the end result was that the Inquisition tried 
Galileo for heresy in 1633.He was found guilty of believing in 
heliocentrism and required to formally reject those opinions. He 
was also sentenced to house arrest, where he remained until he 
died in 1642. And lastly, his book was officially banned, as were 
all his other writings. The Catholic Church did not remove the 
ban until 1822. 

However, as we can easily discern 400 years later, banning Galil-
eo’s book did not stop his ideas from spreading. Humanity has ben-
efitted from the dissemination of his book and his ideas. History has 
taught us that banning books and trying to suppress ideas cannot 
be tolerated.Despite the Church’s efforts, a book once published is 
hard to remove from circulation, and we at the Niels Bohr Library 
& Archives are now proud to have a copy of Galileo’s Dialogue in 
the library, as part of the newly acquired Wenner Collection. 

Further reading:
Thomas Kuhn, (1957) The Copernican Revolution
Gingerich, O. (2004). The Book Nobody Read: Chasing the 
Revolutions of Nicolaus Copernicus

Frontispiece and title page of Galileo Galilei’s Dialogo, one of the many rare 

books the Physics Heritage and Promise campaign has tacquired and will 

digitize for public availability.

Top photo: 1660 illustration of Copernican planisphere, Harmonia 

Macrocosmica by Andreas Cellarius. Photo credit: Public domain courtesy of 

New York Public LIbrary

Cover photo: Photograph of a painting of Galileo Galilei sitting next to a globe, 

looking at a book, while holding a drafting compass. Photo credit: AIP Emilio 

Segrè Visual Archives, Physics Today Collection
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LATEST ADDITIONS TO 
THE NBL&A ARCHIVAL 
COLLECTIONS
By Sarah Cochrane, Assistant Archivist

It has once again been a busy year of adding new archival ma-
terials to the Niels Bohr Library & Archives. We have received 
a variety of historically valuable and relevant items and records 
from individuals and AIP’s Member Societies that we’re excited 
to have in the archives. If you have any questions about these new 
accessions, or any of our collections, please contact the NBL&A 
reference staff (nbl@aip.org).

Many of the donations that were given to NBL&A this year re-
sulted in single-item additions to our Institutional Histories, Man-
uscript Biographies, Miscellaneous Physics, and Audiovisual 
collections. This includes a construction report of the 130-inch 
Rochester Cyclotron, an essay on “equipmentship,” a DVD about 
Guido Beck; an exhibition booklet and Clifford Truesdell lecture 
notes on the mechanics of Leonardo da Vinci’s inventions, and a 
letter from Joseph B. Platt to University of Rochester president 
Alan Valentine regarding the future of physics at Rochester af-
ter World War II. Additionally, we received some miscellaneous 
papers and reports on mesons, x-rays, meteorology, and solar-ter-
restrial programs, as well as lecture notes from Richard Feynman, 
Milton S. Plesset, Murray Gell-Mann, and William G. Wagner.

Occasionally, we also receive donations of larger collections. This 
year that included: lecture notes on quantum mechanics collected 
by Edward Gerjuoy; Abraham Pais’s set of Rochester Conference 
proceedings and other related material from Ronald Smeltzer; a 
collection of astronomy and astrophysics theses from Hugh Van 
Horn; and a set of records from Roberta Humphreys on the Amer-
ican Astronomical Society’s (AAS) Annie Jump Cannon Prize, 
particularly about Margaret Burbidge’s rejection of the award in 
1971 and the consequences this had on the future of the prize.

As usual, NBL&A also received additions, which help fill gaps 
and expand existing archival collections. This year we were given 
records to add to our Harvard Project Physics and the Commis-
sion on College Physics collections; the 2018 Gravity Research 
Foundation essays; and, from Allan Needell, additional papers 
from his research on national laboratories.

From AIP and its Member Societies, we took in a large addition of 
Physics Today records, records from the American Physical Soci-
ety (APS) Texas Section; an annual addition of AVS records, two 
new American Crystallographic Association (ACA) living histo-
ry autobiographies and two ACA award lectures. We filled in the 
gaps of the American Association of Physics Teachers’ (AAPT) 
Announcer thanks to a donation of the full run from John Hubisz.
Many thanks to the donors who keep our collections growing.

These 3 pieces from Cal Tech were just a few among the numerous new 

materials received by the NBL&A. Photo credit: Greg Good
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INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION AT AIP’S 
CENTER FOR HISTORY OF PHYSICS
Greg Good, Director, Center for History of Physics

The community of historians of physics is comparatively small. 
No one has counted heads, although this is a project now being 
discussed by the International Commission on History of Physics 
(ICHP). As director of AIP’s Center for History of Physics and 
as a member of the council of ICHP, I consider the cultivation 
of this scholarly community to be a crucial charge. Any single 
country certainly cannot sustain the infrastructure needed or take 
on the tasks alone that will sustain this community into the future 
and guarantee that the history of physics will continue to be in-
vestigated or even that the data (manuscripts and oral histories in 
particular) will be preserved.

At AIP we have taken several steps to strengthen the international 
connections among historians of physics. Perhaps the most im-
portant of these is the sponsoring of the biennial Early Career 
Conferences in the History of Physics. See the article on the most 
recent of these conferences, our fourth, just concluded in San Se-
bastian, Spain. 

AIP has also welcomed many scholars from other countries to 
our College Park, Maryland, offices. We are currently hosting a 
delegation of Chinese scholars from the National Academy of In-
novation Strategy, under the China Association for Science and 
Technology in Beijing. They will be visiting until January 2019, 
learning about our library, archival practices, oral history inter-
viewing, and more. And, of course, we will be learning about the 
exciting developments underway to preserve the physics heritage 
of China. We are also hosting scholars from Brazil, including Pro-
fessor Olival Freire of the Federal University of Bahia, past presi-
dent of the ICHP. Professor Freire is writing a biography of David 
Bohm while at AIP, but beyond his scholarly project, he is also an 
important ally in connecting AIP to a rising generation of young 
Brazilian historians of physics. Other important international con-
nections include the Niels Bohr Archive and others in Denmark; 
the Centre for History and Philosophy of Physics at Oxford, En-
gland; and historians of physics in Japan, India, Germany, and 
elsewhere. A few photos on this page include our colleagues in 
these countries. 

These efforts to tie together the global community of historians of 
physics are essential to the preservation of the heritage of phys-
ics and to the continued production of new historical scholarship. 
Just as physics embraces the globe, so must its history.

Olival Freire and Isabelle Priscila Lima, Universidade Federal da Bahia, Brazil.  

Photo credit: Isabelle Priscila Lima

Li Xiang (Eric), Gao Wenjing (Donna), Greg Good, Melanie Mueller, and Wang 

Liyuan (Alice), National Academy of Innovation Strategy, China. Photo credit: 

Liz Dart Caron

Indira Chowdhury, Centre for Public 

History, Srishti School of Art, Design 

and Technology, Bangalore, India. 

Photo credit: Ida Milne

Nobumichi Ariga, Curator of History 

of Science, National Museum of 

Nature and Science, Japan. Photo 

credit: Greg Good
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THE FOURTH EARLY-CAREER CONFERENCE FOR 
HISTORIANS OF PHYSICS
By Greg Good, Director, Center for History of Physics

Jaume Navarro, president, International Commission for History of Physics (ICHP); Gisela Mateos, one of two vice presidents of ICHP; and Hasok Chang, plenary 

lecturer at AIP’s Early Career Conference 5 and professor of history of science at University of Cambridge, UK. Photo credit: Greg Good

The fourth of AIP’s Early-Career Conferences (ECC) for Histori-
ans of Physics has just wrapped up in San Sebastian, Spain. The 
first was held in 2011 at the American Center for Physics in Col-
lege Park, Maryland, with a second in 2014 and a third in 2016. 
These are not your usual conferences. Their goals are to connect 
scholars who are just getting started in the history of physics with 
each other and to forge the connections that will produce the fu-
ture of the field. Many attendees are PhD students working on 
their dissertations in the history of science. But some are phys-
icists or others who are changing careers and just learning what 
different challenges are involved in writing the history of science.

Given the goal of these conferences to focus on the professional 
development of early-career scholars, their organization is care-
fully designed. AIP provides a safe space for these scholars. First, 
a program committee is composed of early-career scholars. The 
committee this time was Jenifer Barton (University of Toronto 
PhD student), Joanna Behrman (Johns Hopkins University PhD 
student), Gustavo Rodrigues Rocha (student at Universidade Es-
tadual de Feira de Santana, Brazil), Jean-Philippe Martinez (2017, 

Universidade Federal da Bahia, Brazil), and Gabriel Henderson 
(postdoc at AIP’s Center for History of Physics). They wrote the 
call for papers, read all the abstracts and selected presenters, invit-
ed senior scholars to present plenary lectures and act as mentors, 
and produced the conference program. 

The primary role of AIP has been to provide travel support for the 
early-career scholars. This year AIP was joined especially by the 
Donostia International Institute of Physics (DIIP)and the Basque 
government, which matched the financial contribution of AIP. 
DIIP in particular provided housing and facilities for the schol-
ars. The ECC this year met separately but alongside the Third 
European Physical Society (EPS) International Conference on 
the History of Physics and we also thank their organizers (espe-
cially Jaume Navarro) and several other organizations for their 
congenial interaction: echophysics (European Centre for Histo-
ry of Physics), IOP (Institute of Physics), and EPJ.org (European 
Physical Journal).

The conference opened with a challenging plenary lecture by Ha-
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A group of early-career historians of physics from Brazil gathered with Greg Good at the recent conference. Back row: Isabelle Priscila, Katemari Rosa, Gustavo 

Rocha, and Angevaldo Maia Filho. Front row: Thiago Hartz, Gregory Good, Ricardo Karam, and Climério Silva Neto. Photo credit: Jenifer Barton

sok Chang (University of Cambridge) on the place of presentism 
in the history of science and the interaction of philosophy of 
physics with history of physics. The titles of the sessions included 
Humanism and Feminism, Concepts of Physics, Earth Sciences, 
Science in Context: Networks and Practices, Quantum Mechanics 
and the Foundations of Physics, and Frontiers with Philosophy. 
Time periods ranged from the 17th century to contemporary issues. 
Especially rich this time were the considerations of philosophical 
discussions of physics, but the focus on women in science and 
getting beyond the “billboard” characters to broader contexts of 
science history also contributed new directions. 

The ECC included two round tables which discussed new themes 
of market triumphalism and issues beyond Europe and the United 
States, professional development, oral history interviewing, and 
emerging issues. Our conference was also enriched by plenary 
lectures and panels shared with the EPS conference: Patricia Fara 
(Clare College, Cambridge) spoke on “Expanding Horizons: Sci-
ence, Suffrage, and Equality” and was one of five speakers in a 
round table titled Physics and Gender; Jim Bennett (Oxford Uni-

versity) spoke on “Looking for Physics in the History of Science 
before Maxwell” (and received the EPS prize in history of phys-
ics); and lastly, Roberto Lalli (Max Planck Institute for History of 
Science, Berlin) delivered a stimulating overview of the history 
of EPS for its 50th anniversary. Roberto, it should be noted, was a 
participant in the first ECC! 

Altogether there were over 30 early-career scholars from many 
countries: the United States, Canada, Brazil, Italy, Germany, 
Spain, Greece, the United Kingdom, France, and Austria. Ar-
rangements are underway to plan the Fifth Early-Career Confer-
ence to occur in Copenhagen, Denmark, in 2020, in cooperation 
with the Niels Bohr Archive and other institutions. For the fifth 
conference, it would be wonderful to gather together the hundred 
scholars who have participated so far with the new generation ris-
ing even beyond them! The goal is to produce a sense of continu-
ity and growth in the history of physics. Nowhere could be more 
appropriate than Copenhagen!
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THE LYNE STARLING TRIMBLE SCIENCE 
HERITAGE PUBLIC LECTURES FOR 2018
By Greg Good, Director, Center for History of Physics

While this newsletter is in press the Center for History of Physics will be hosting the last of four Trimble Lectures for 2018. This lecture 
series, generously supported by a donation from Virginia Trimble, presents a variety of points of view on the heritage of physics and on the 
history of its social and cultural impacts. The series is now completing its eighth year in operation, during which twenty lectures have been 
presented. We now sponsor four lectures per year. The four lectures this year have been:

Professor Evelynn Hammonds
Harvard University

“The Negro Scientist”: W.E.B. 
DuBois and the Diversity 
Problem in Science and the 
History of Science

May 2018

Professor emerita Mary Jo Nye
Oregon State University

Shifting Problems in Modern 
Physics and in the Histories That 
We Write

September 2018

Dr. Jimena Canales

The Trouble with Einstein’s Time

October 2018

Assistant Professor Benjamin 
Wilson
Harvard University

Light and Shadow: Cold War 
Physics in Secret and in Public

November 2018

To subscribe for announcements about the  Lyne Startling Trimble Science Heritage 

Public Lecture visit www.aip.org/history-programs/trimble-lecture-subscribe.
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DOCUMENTATION PRESERVED
Compiled by Amanda Nelson, Archivist, Niels Bohr Library & Archives

Our report of new collections or new finding aids is based on our regular survey of archives and other repositories. Many of the 
collections are new accessions, which may not be processed, and we also include previously reported collections that now have an on-
line finding aid available.

To learn more about any of the collections listed below, use the International Catalog of Sources for History of Physics and Allied 
Sciences at libserv.aip.org. You can search in a variety of ways, including by author or by repository.

Please contact the repository mentioned for information on restrictions and access to the collections.

Auburn University. Ralph B. Draughon Library, Department 
of Archives. Auburn, AL 36849, USA

C. Harry Knowles papers. Collection dates: 1937–2000. Size: 
20 linear feet (20 boxes).

Colgate University. Case Library. Special Collections 
Department. Hamilton, NY 13346–1398, USA

Homer L. Dodge papers. Collection dates: 1847–1983. Size: 
0.4 linear feet.

Charles Holbrow papers. Collection dates: 1950–1989. Size: 
4.5 linear feet.

Lucien M. Osborn lectures. Collection dates: circa 1878. 
Size: 0.5 linear feet.

Emory University. Robert W. Woodruff Library. 
Manuscripts, Archives and Rare Books. 540 Asbury Circle, 
Atlanta, GA 30322–2870, USA

Mansfield Theodore Peed family papers. Collection dates: 
1894–1963. Size: 1.75 linear feet (4 boxes, 2 oversized paper 
boxes, and 7 bound volumes).

Fermilab. History and Archives Project Office, MS–109 PO 
Box 500, Batavia, IL 60510, USA

Oral history interview with Stephen Parke. Collection dates: 
2016 April 21.

Oral history interview with Jonghee Yoo. Collection dates: 
2013 June 21.

Harvard College Observatory. 60 Garden Street, Cambridge, 
MA 02138, USA

Harvard College Observatory observations, logs, instrument 
readings, and calculations. Collection dates: 1750–1990. Size: 
120 linear feet (2531 volumes in 120 boxes).

Harvard University. Archives. Pusey Library. Cambridge, 
MA 02138, USA

Margaret Mayall personal archive. Collection dates: 1932, 
1957, and 1970. Size: 0.2 linear feet (35 photographs in 1 half–
document box).

Conrad Louis Benoni Shuddemagen mathematical and 
physics lecture notebooks. Collection dates: 1904–1908. Size: 
1.7 linear feet (17 volumes).

NEW COLLECTIONS

continued on page 22
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Harvard University. Houghton Library. Cambridge, MA 
02138, USA

Charles S. Pierce papers. Collection dates: 1787–1951. Size: 
74 linear feet (151 boxes, 1 volume, 1 bundle).

Henry E. Huntington Library. 1151 Oxford Road, San 
Marino, CA 91108, USA

Planetary Society records. Collection dates: 1980–2016. Size: 
175 boxes, 2 oversize folders.

Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Institute Archives 
and Special Collections. M.I.T. Libraries, Rm. 14N–118, 
Cambridge, MA 02139, USA

Harry Ellsworth Clifford lecture notes. Collection dates: 1897.

Education Development Center oral histories. Collection 
dates: undated.

Gerald Lewis Epstein student notebooks. Collection dates: 
1974–1978.

George Russell Harrison biography of Karl Taylor Compton 
and background material. Collection dates: 1930–1961.

Massachusetts Institute of Technology panel discussion on 
universities and the military–industrial complex. Collection 
dates: 1989.

MIT Industrial Liaison Program records of member 
companies. Collection dates: 1948–.

Alice Kimball Smith papers. Collection dates: 1944–1993.

William A. Zisman papers. Collection dates: undated.

North Carolina State University. Special Collections 
Research Center, NCSU Libraries. Box 7111, Raleigh, NC 
27695–7111, USA

David Haase papers. Collection dates: 1972–2016. Size: 9 
linear feet.

Ohio State University. University Archives. 2700 Kenny 
Road, Columbus, OH 43210, USA

Ohio State University Association of Universities for 
Research in Astronomy (AURA) records. Collection dates: 
1954–1979. Size: 8.4 cubic feet (7 cartons).

Ohio State University Department of Astronomy records. 
Collection dates: 1903–1906, 1984–1992. Size: 12.22 cubic feet 
(10 cartons, 1 2.5” document box, and 1 file folder).

Smithsonian Institution. National Air and Space Museum. 
Archives Division. MRC 322, Washington, DC, 20560, USA

Jerome Clarke Hunsaker papers. Collection dates: 1916–
1969. Size: 8 cubic feet (28 boxes).

Sally K. Ride papers. Collection dates: 1970–2012. Size: 24 
cubic feet (63 boxes).

Smithsonian Institution. National Museum of American 
History. Archives Center. MRC 601, 12th Street and 
Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20560, USA

Elihu Thomson collection. Collection dates: 1900–1932. Size: 
0.5 cubic feet (1 box).

Russell H. Varian papers. Collection dates: 1937. Size: 0.15 
cubic feet (1 box).

University of California, Berkeley. The Bancroft Library. 
Berkeley, CA, 94720–6000, USA

Eugene D. Commins notebooks. Collection dates: 1987–2001. 
Size: 21 volumes.

Erwin L. Hahn papers. Collection dates: 1950–2000. Size: 33 
cartons.

Yuan T. Lee papers. Collection dates: 1964–1994 (bulk 
1980–1993). Size: 11.25 linear feet (9 cartons).

Emilio Segrè correspondence with Cornelis Bakker. 
Collection dates: 1931–1946. Size: 1 box.

Emilio Segrè letters to Kenkichiro Koizumi. Collection dates: 
1976. Size: 1 folder.
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Columbia University. Rare Book and Manuscript Library. 
Butler Library, 6th Floor East, New York, NY 10027, USA

Edwin H. Armstrong papers. Collection dates: 1890–1972. 
Size: 325 linear feet (397 boxes, 1 half–sized document box, 207 
record cartons, 10 lantern slide boxes, 10 flat boxes, 10 index 
card boxes, and 2 scroll boxes).

Walter H. Bucher papers. Collection dates: [circa 1915]–
1963. Size: 2.5 linear feet (circa 1,000 items in 5 boxes).

Columbia University. University Archives, Columbiana 
Library. 210 Low Memorial Library, 535 W. 116th Street, 
MC 4316, New York, NY 10027, USA

C. S. Wu papers. Collection dates: 1945–1994 (bulk 1960–
1979). Size: 9.5 cubic feet (9 records cartons, 1 manuscript box).

Fermilab. Milton G. White History of Accelerators Room 
(WH–3SE) and Archives (WH–16NE. PO Box 500, Batavia, 
IL 90510, USA

Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory records of Leon M. 
Lederman. Collection dates: 1888–2012. Size: 150 linear feet 
(200 boxes).

Harvard University. Archives. Pusey Library. Cambridge, 
MA 02138, USA

Harvard College Observatory Office of the Director records 
of George Phillips Bond. Collection dates: 1845–1865. Size: 
5.75 linear feet (14 document boxes, 4 flat boxes).

Harvard University. Archives. Pusey Library. Cambridge, 
MA 02138, USA

Bond family papers. Collection dates: 1845–1872. Size: 0.5 
cubic feet.

Helen L. Brooks collection relating to the Harvard 
University Underwater Sound Laboratory and the Harvard 
University Division of Engineering and Applied Physics 
Wives Committee. Collection dates: 1941–1993. Size: 0.5 
linear feet (1 document box, 1 flat box).

Harvard College Observatory chronometric expedition 
records. Collection dates: 1845–1875. Size: 6.5 linear feet (17 
flat boxes, 3 letter document boxes, 1 half–document letter box, 
1 legal document box).

University of California, San Diego. Mandeville Special 
Collections Library. 9500 Gilman Drive, La Jolla, CA 92093, 
USA

J. Robert Beyster collection. Collection dates: 1940–2016. 
Size: 121 linear feet (292 archives boxes, 2 cartons, 1 card file 
box, 4 art bin items, 2 flat boxes). 379 gigabytes.

Marvin L. Goldberger papers. Collection dates: 1945–2012. 
Size: 4.8 linear feet (12 archives boxes).

University of California, Santa Cruz. Mary Lea Shane 
Archives of the Lick Observatory. University Library, Rm. 
359, Santa Cruz, CA 95064, USA

John Testa photographs. Collection dates: 1946–1948. Size: 1 
box (36 photographs).

W. M. Keck Observatory records. Collection dates: 1980–
1990. Size: 13.9 linear feet (21 boxes).

University of Toronto. University Archives. 120 St. George 
St., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1A5, Canada

Kenneth William Allen fonds. Collection dates: 1949–1987. 
Size: 0.07 meters (1 box).

Ursula Martius Franklin fonds. Collection dates: 1934–2014 
(bulk 1945–2014). Size: 14.3 meters of textual records. 1.10 
meters of graphic records. 3 boxes of oversized textual records. 6 
boxes of artifacts. 117 audiocassettes. 39 VHS tapes. 1 betacam 
tape. 10 CDs. 13 DVDs. 5 PDF files (19.8 MB).

James E. Till fonds. Collection dates: 1910–2009. Size: 4.62 
meters (32 boxes).

NEW FINDING AIDS

continued on page 24
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Harvard College Observatory miscellaneous items relating 
to Boyden Station. Collection dates: 1888–1927. Size: 4 
containers.

Harvard College Observatory Office of the Director records 
of William Cranch Bond. Collection dates: 1818–1819, 1840–
1864. Size: 4.8 linear feet (11 document boxes, 7 flat boxes).

Harvard University. Francis A. Countway Library of 
Medicine, Harvard Medical School, Rare Books Dept., 10 
Shattuck St., Boston, MA 02115, USA

William T. Bovie papers. Collection dates: 1890–1953. 
Size: 16 cubic feet (14 records center cartons, 1 half legal size 
document box, 1 half letter size document box, 2 oversized 
boxes).

Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Institute Archives 
and Special Collections. MIT Libraries, Rm. 14N–118, 
Cambridge, MA 02139, USA

Massachusetts Institute of Technology Midcentury 
Convocation records. Collection dates: 1949, 1999. Size: 2.5 
linear feet (7 manuscript boxes, 1 half manuscript box). Sound 
recordings: 37 sound reels 7 1/2 ips, 7 inches.

New York University Polytechnic School of Engineering. 
Bern Dibner Library. Archives and Special Collections. 6 
MetroTech Center, Brooklyn, NY 11201, USA

Ernst Weber collection. Collection dates: 1922–2002 (bulk 
1930–1992). Size: 56 cubic feet (32 boxes).

Ohio State University. University Archives. 2700 Kenny 
Road, Columbus, OH 43210, USA

Ohio State University Department of Physics records. 
Collection dates: 1876–2009. Size: 9 cubic feet.

Smithsonian Institution. Archives. Capital Gallery, Suite 
3000, MRC 507, 600 Maryland Avenue SW, Washington, DC 
20024–2520, USA

George Barton reminiscences [sound recording]. Collection 
dates: 1982–1983. Size: Audiotapes: 4 reels. Transcript: 135 pages.

Smithsonian Institution. National Air and Space Museum. 
Archives Division. MRC 322, Washington, DC, 20560, USA

William E. Brunk collection. Collection dates: 1963–1984. 
Size: 0.68 cubic feet (1 legal document box and 1 slim legal 
document box).

Leo Goldberg diary. Collection dates: 1960, 1979. Size: 0.05 
cubic feet (1 folder).

Hopkins Ultraviolet Telescope Project files. Collection dates: 
circa 1980–1989. Size: 7.36 ubic feet (6 records boxes).

Charles Y. Johnson collection. Collection dates: 1947–1977. 
Size: 5.15 cubic feet (7 legal document boxes and 3 flat boxes).

Werner Neupert collection on the Orbiting Solar 
Observatory Program. Collection dates: undated. Size: 2.18 
cubic feet (2 records center boxes).

Ray L. Newburn collection. Collection dates: circa 
1950s–1960s. Size: 1.8 cubic feet (4 legal document boxes).

John A. O’Keefe collection. Collection dates: undated. Size: 
31.61 cubic feet (29 record center boxes).

Hans von Ohain papers. Collection dates: circa 1930–1989. Size: 
20.03 cubic feet (17 records center boxes, 1 flat box, and 3 tubes).

Malcolm D. Ross papers. Collection dates: circa 1950s–1970s. 
Size: 15.26 cubic feet (14 records center boxes and 2 flat boxes).

S. Fred Singer papers. Collection dates: 1953–1989 (bulk 
1960–1980). Size: 54.5 cubic feet (50 records center boxes).

Harold F. Stimson collection on Robert H. Goddard. 
Collection dates: bulk 1950–1982. Size: 0.23 cubic feet (1 
box).

Richard Tousey papers. Collection dates: circa 1940–1980 
(bulk dates 1960s).

Theodore von Karman collection [microfiche]. Collection 
dates: 1881–1963. Size: 2 cubic feet (10 shoeboxes).

Smithsonian Institution. National Air and Space Museum. 
Archives Division. MRC 322, Washington, DC, 20560, USA

Early Rocketry (V–2) photograph collection. Collection 
dates: 1942–1990 (bulk 1942–1948). Size: 2.93 cubic feet (7 
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legal document boxes).
Smithsonian Institution. National Museum of American 
History. Archives Center. MRC 601, 12th Street and 
Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20560, USA

Brookhaven National Laboratory bubble chamber records. 
Collection dates: 1959–1960. Size: 1.67 cubic feet.

C. Willard Geer scrapbooks. Collection dates: 1944–1962. 
Size: 0.5 cubic feet (1 box).

Roland C. Hawes papers. Collection dates: 1908–1997. Size: 
14.5 cubic feet (45 boxes).

Harriet Green Kopp papers. Collection dates: 1930s–1940s. 
Size: 4.75 cubic feet (16 boxes).

Emilio Segrè collection. Collection dates: 1942–1997. Size: 
0.25 cubic feet.

University of California, Santa Cruz. Mary Lea Shane 
Archives of the Lick Observatory. University Library, Rm. 
359, Santa Cruz, CA 95064, USA

Lick Observatory records. Collection dates: 1821–2014. Size: 
432 linear feet.

Donald E. Osterbrock papers. Collection dates: 1950–2006. 
Size: 77 linear feet (137 archives boxes).

University of Toronto. University Archives. 120 St. George 
St., Toronto, Ontario M5S 1A5, Canada

Donald G. Ivey papers. Collection dates: 1938–1994. Size: 
2.66 linear meters (19 boxes; 7 photographs).

Robert William McKay papers. Collection dates: 1922–1965. 
Size: 1.72 linear metres. (8 boxes, 1 oversized folder).

A. Norman Shaw papers. Collection dates: 1921–1939. Size: 
0.51 linear meters (2 boxes).

Boris P. Stoicheff papers. Collection dates: 1950–2008. Size: 
12.32 linear metres (98 boxes).

Harry L. Welsh papers. Collection dates: 1930–1985. Size: 
0.83 linear meters.

Charitable Giving 
Through Individual 
Retirement Accounts

If you are over 70 ½, the federal 
government permits you to roll over 
up to $100,000 from your IRAs to 
the Center for History of Physics at 
AIP without increasing your taxable 
income or paying any additional tax. 
These tax-free charitable rollover 
gifts could be $1,000, $10,000, or 
any amount up to $100,000 this year. 
Contact Mariann Salisbury for more 
information at msalisbury@aip.org.

IRA
ROLLOVER
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MYSTERY PHOTOS
By Sean McEnroe, Photograph Collections Assistant

This man looks like he knows something I don’t, like his name. Who is this man and what is he doing?

At Emilio Segrè Visual Archives we have a small box of photographs without identifying information, i.e., nothing written on 
the back, which we call the box of mysteries. We thought it would be a fun exercise to reach out to see if any of our readers 
recognize the people or places in the photos. 

If you recognize someone or something, please contact Sean McEnroe:
Email:smcenroe@aip.org
Telephone:301-209-3160
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Could the man on the left be Theodor Heuss? What is this equipment?

Who is this distinguished-looking man, possibly 

holding a camera?

This photo was previously misidentified as Charlotte Moore Sitterly. 

Does anyone know who she really is?
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