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RECOMMENDATIONS 

2. One of the principal areas which the Society can and should address is access issues at its meetings. 
Problems can arise for mobility-impaired individuals getting around at hotels; they can arise for vision 
and hearing impaired individuals at the talks themselves. A number of the task force members report 
that even when facilities represent they are accessible, they often are not. Moreover, the Society can 
use its power to require facilities selected for its meetings to make appropriate changes. 
(a) One of the difficulties the Task Force faced was determining the extent of the problem of 
accessibility and related issues at meetings. Historically, very few people check off the space on 
conference applications indicating that they have a disability. Moreover, even that is a serious 
undercount, in view of many people's reticence at so-designating themselves or their view that they 
don't have a disability. 
(i) Recommendation: The question about accommodations should be given more prominence on 
conference applications and other materials used by the APS. (This has been done.) 
(ii) Recommendation: Any general meeting announcement should state that a meeting is being held in 
accessible facilities. Likewise, any application form should prominently display the universal disability 
logo and ask what specific accommodations each participant needs. It should also request feedback if 
the facility is not accessible. (This has been done.) 
(iii) Recommendation: The APS Newsletter should publish an article or series of articles regarding its 
members with disabilities, their needs and the work of the Task Force. The article(s) could solicit others' 
input. 
(1) One article has already appeared in APS News designed to increase an awareness of day to day 
problems experienced by those which physical impediments. More articles are to be submitted by Task 
Force members to continue this effort. 
(b) Often facilities either are not in fact accessible, although they say (and may think) they are, or that 
they provide assistive devices that do not function properly. Moreover, even if a person with a visual or 
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hearing impairment cannot see/hear a presentation fully at the meeting, he or she could review it at a 
later time if it were recorded. 
(i) Recommendation: The APS should insure that all the facilities at APS conferences are accessible. 
Often the facility's management may believe assistive devices required by law, for example devices to 
assist those who have impaired hearing, are working properly, but they are not. The APS should take 
reasonable steps to insure that the management has properly maintained such devices. (We understand 
the Meetings Department will attempt to do this.) 
(ii) Recommendation: Student volunteers should assist participants at its meetings who have 
disabilities. The aid could be as simple as helping mobility or vision impaired participants move from one 
place to another, but would greatly enhance the utility of the meetings. 
(iii) Recommendation: To the extent possible, if needed and specifically requested, the APS should 
provide assistive devices and other forms of accommodations at its meetings. 
(iv) Recommendation: As a particular example of (iii), the APS should insure that auditoria are accessible 
for people with the range of disabilities. This includes mobility limitations (e.g., use of wheelchairs), 
visual and hearing impairments. Often, the "fix" will be trivial, such as reserving priority seating in the 
front for people with visual impairments. Although many hotels should be accessible, the APS should 
insist that the podium area is accessible and that the audience area is accessible. 
(v) Recommendation: For invited talks, if requested and feasible, there should be sign language 
interpreters or real-time transcription displayed on a screen. A stenographer can simultaneously 
transcribe the presentation on a device that provides a real-time readout on a screen. The Task Force 
recognizes that some of these may be expensive, but believes in time the cost will decrease so that the 
APS should investigate the possibility of projecting text simultaneously with invited presentations at 
conferences. 
(vi) Recommendation: The Task Force should compile a checklist that any conference facility would 
have affirmatively to meet as a condition of the APS's holding a conference there. (This has been done.) 
(vii) Recommendation: Invited talks and panels at APS general meetings should be recorded on audio or 
video tape for hearing impaired individuals as well as others who might like to hear them. Speakers 
should also provide copies of viewgraph slides they use, so that vision-impaired people can access them 
after the talk. 
(viii) Recommendation: If the conference sponsors tours (which the Plasma Physics Society does), these 
tours should be accessible. 
(c) Recommendation: The APS should consult with other scholarly and professional organizations to 
determine what currently can be accomplished to make facilities at which conferences are held 
accessible. The Task Force believes that, acting together, such organizations may be able to shape the 
behavior of hotels, et cetera. 


	American Physical Society (APS)
	Recommendations for Accessibilities at Meetings (Conferences)
	Retrieved from http://www.aps.org/about/governance/disability.cfm on 7/26/2016
	Task Force on Physicists with Disabilities
	APPENDIX TO: American Physical Society Council Meeting, April 21, 2001, Washington, DC
	RECOMMENDATIONS


