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LETTERS

Negro physicists—a reply to Branson

It is unfortunate that there probably
are not enough black physicists to do
a meaningful study of their life in
physics. Because our numbers are
limited, personal testaments are about
the only way to get a clue as to
how we fare. At certain points, my
impressions of the black man in phys-
ics are quite different from those of
Herman Branson (PHYSICS TODAY,

September, page 70) .
On the question of, let us say, clos-

ing the color gap in physics, I could
not agree more with Branson. In order
that effective progress be made, much
money and hard work on the part
of us dedicated to this cause are
needed. Effective racial integration of
all American schools would help im-
mensely.

However, I feel that die alleged
liberality of the American scientist,
including physicists, is a myth. One
wonders what Branson means when
he says, "There is no racism in sci-
ence. . . ." Does he mean that a
black man with a PhD in physics
from an outstanding American uni-
versity has the same opportunities,
on the average, as a white man with
the same qualifications? From my per-
sonal experience, I would have to say
no. A good deal of the fault does
not lie directly on the hands of the
physicists, because questions of hir-
ing, firing and salary are too often
in the hands of people who have
only a rudimentary training in sci-
ence. Nevertheless you will quite of-
ten find, in the cases where black
physicists have been discriminated
against, the decisions were made on
all levels by people with considerable
training in physics.

It is true that the employment
opportunities for black people in
physics have increased tremendously
since the Kennedy era. But I would
think that this has been due to the
emerging political power of the Amer-
ican black people, especially on a
national level, and subsequent gov-
ernmental pressures on industry and
universities with government sup-

ported projects, and not to a diminu-
tion of racism on the part of scien-
tists in America.

Branson's statement, "But in gen-
eral, scientists (and especially physi-
cists) are among the most liberal peo-
ple to be found anywhere. Now this
was not true some years ago," is un-
believable. Does he really think that
during his lifetime the feelings that
die white man has for the black man
have changed appreciably and vice
versa?

One wonders if Branson has thought
of what happens to the black physi-
cist after he has secured one of those
"high paying industrial jobs" and
been placed at a desk near the door
where the federal inspectors enter. If
he diinks diat because he is a physi-
cist he will not find the same racial
discrimination that others of his race
find in all other disciplines in Amer-
ica, I am afraid that he will be .great-
ly disappointed.

Branson has painted a dangerously
rosy picture of the black man in phys-
ics. I would like strongly to take is-
sue with this view.

Tannie Stovall
Laboratoire de VAccelerateur

Line a ire dOrsay

Priority in energy trapping
I was very interested to read the ar-
ticle "Frequency Control Develop-
ments" by Arthur D. Ballato and Rob-
ert V. McKnight in the August
PHYSICS TODAY. This is by far the
most comprehensive review of the
American work on energy trapping
that I have seen and it confirms state-
ments made to me in a private com-
munication last June from W. H.
Horton, vice president of Piezo Tech-
nology Inc., to the effect that no ref-
erence to my own work has been
made in America.

The first work OD energy trapping
was done at the Marconi Co. in 1946
and anticipates William Shockley by
some years. My first (internal) report

How many
programmable
calculators
can solve
this
expression?
A=V3INV(A)-CilNV(A)+C2INV(A)+C3

ONLY ONE

LOCI-2
This is one of many expressions, com-
monly used in engineering and science,
which only WANG'S LOCI-2, of the avail-
able programmable electronic calculators,
has the capability of solving. And it can
provide the value of A in less than 5
seconds.

The extraordinary computational pow-
er of the LOCI-2 is a natural result of its
unique logarithmic approach to data
manipulation. In fact, it actually ap-
proaches the performance of full-size
computer systems in many of its capa-
bilities, such as the on-line control of
process and production systems.

If you are considering the purchase of a
programmable calculator, avoid built-in
limitations in logic power or flexibility.
LOCI-2 extends your computational hori-
zons . . . yet costs no more than other,
more limited, systems.

*from INV(A) = TAN(A) — A,
a familiar expression in gear design, used
to determine the angle "A" when its in-
.volute, INV(A), is known. Here is the key-
ing sequence on the tOCI-2, given
|NV(A) = .05367, with the proper pro-
gram card in the reader:
1. Prime 3. W—>S1
2. Key in. 0 53 6 7 (INVIAI) 4. Po

5. Read A = 29.9860 Degrees

Investigate the capabilities of this unique,
personal, programmable calculator.
LOCI-2 prices range from S2750 to S8450.
Write today for complete details.

LABORATORIES. INC.

DEPT. P-12. 836 NORTH STREET
TEWKSBURY, MASSACHUSETTS 01876

TEL. (617) 851-7311

PHYSICS TODAY • DECEMBER 7966 • 11
 This article is copyrighted as indicated in the article. Reuse of AIP content is subject to the terms at: http://scitation.aip.org/termsconditions. Downloaded to  IP:

149.28.229.166 On: Tue, 04 Nov 2014 15:45:38




