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Primary Source Excerpt: 
W.E.B. Du Bois Critiques Booker T. Washington, 1903 

“Mr. Washington represents in Negro though the old attitude of adjustment and submission; but 
adjustment at such a peculiar time as to make his programme unique. This is an age of unusual 
economic development, and Mr. Washington’s programme naturally takes an economic cast, becoming 
a gospel of Work and Money to such an extent as apparently almost completely to overshadow the 
higher aims of life. Moreover, this is an age when the more advanced races are coming in closer contact 
with the less developed races, and the race-feeling is therefore intensified; and Mr. Washington’s 
programme practically accepts the alleged inferiority of the Negro races. Again, in our own land, the 
reaction from the sentiment of war time has given impetus to race-prejudice against Negroes, and Mr. 
Washington withdraws many of the high demands of Negroes as men and American citizens. In other 
periods of intensified prejudice all the Negro’s tendency to self-assertion has been called forth; at this 
period a policy of submission is advocated. In the history of nearly all other races and peoples the 
doctrine preached at such crises has been that manly self-respect is worth more than lands and houses, 
and that a people who voluntarily surrender such respect, or cease striving for it, are not worth civilizing.  

In answer to this, it has been claimed that the Negro can survive only through submission. Mr. 
Washington distinctly asks that black people give up, at least for the present, three things, --   

First, political power, 

Second, insistence on civil rights 

Third, higher education of Negro youth, 

-- and concentrate all their energies on industrial education, the accumulation of wealth, and the 
conciliation of the South. This policy has been courageously and insistently advocated for over fifteen 
years, and has been triumphant for perhaps ten years. As a result of this tender of the palm-branch, 
what has been the return? In these years there have occurred: 

1. The disenfranchisement of the Negro. 

2. The legal creation of a distinct status of civil inferiority for the Negro. 

3. The steady withdrawal of aid from institutions for the higher training of the Negro. 

These movements are not, to be sure, direct results of Mr. Washington’s teachings; but his propaganda 
has, without a shadow of doubt, helped their speedier accomplishment.”  

 

 

 

Retrieved from: http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/40, originally from W. E. Burghardt Du Bois, The Souls 
of Black Folk (Chicago, 1903).  

http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/40

