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Ancient Greece: Orion Constellation



Ancient Greece: Orion Myth
The ancient Greeks told the story of Orion. Orion was a giant and very handsome 
hunter. He went to an island to drive out the wild beasts that were terrifying the 
islanders. While he was there, he fell in love with the princess of the island, 
Merope. Her father, the king, did not approve of Orion and made him blind to keep 
Orion from marrying his daughter. Orion learned that he could get his sight back if 
he travelled east and let the sun shine on his eyes. He did this and got his sight 
back. Then Artemis, the goddess of the moon, fell in love with Orion. Apollo, god of 
the sun, was so jealous of Artemis’s love for Orion, that he tricked her into shooting 
Orion with an arrow. To save Orion, Artemis put him in the sky.

Story adapted from:
The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica. (2007, November 30). Orion: Greek 
Mythology. Retrieved June 9, 2016. 
Grey, K. (n.d.). The Myth of Orion. Retrieved June 9, 2016.
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Ancient Greece: Society

• The first Ancient Geek civilizations were formed in approximately 1600 BC 
and was split into city-states starting in 800 BC

• The economy of ancient Greece was based around agriculture and industry.
• At its height, Ancient Greece spanned modern-day Greece and the coasts 

of the Mediterranean, Adriatic, Aegean, and Black Seas.
• They used myths about god and other supernatural beings to understand 

their world.
• Greek city-states had their own governments, which included democracies 

(ruled by the people or elected officials), monarchies (ruled by a single 
person) and oligarchies (ruled by a small group).

Sources: ngkids.co.uk/history/10-facts-about-the-ancient-greeks
historyforkids.net/ancient-greece
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Ancient Egypt: Osiris Myth

The ancient Egyptians worshipped the god Osiris. Osiris was the oldest son of the first king and 
queen of Egypt. He became pharaoh and married Isis. Osiris’s younger brother, Set, was very jealous 
of him and his position as king of Egypt. Set was so jealous that he killed Osiris and cut him into 
pieces. Set put his brother in a coffin and threw it into the Nile River. The coffin travelled along the 
Nile and across the sea, where it landed on the coast at the foot of a tree. As the tree grew, it 
enclosed Osiris and the coffin in its trunk. Isis found Osiris and his coffin and brought him back to 
Egypt. There, Isis and her son Anubis put Osiris back together. Osiris could not go back to being the 
king of Egypt, so he became a god of the dead and ruler of the Egyptian underworld. He can be seen 
in the sky, his body made up of stars.

Story adapted from:
landofpyramids.org/osiris
historyforkids.net/egyptian-gods.html#osiris
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Ancient Egypt: Society

• Ancient Egypt was a powerful civilization that lasted from 3150BC to 30BC.
• It was an agrarian society based in northeast Africa around the Nile River.
• Their religion and government were tied together because the Pharaoh led 

both the government and the religion. They believed in over 2,000 deities.
• There is evidence the ancient Egyptians played board games and that they 

participated in recreational sports, like swimming.
• Both Egyptian men and women wore makeup.

Sources: Brewer, D. J., & Teeter, E. (2004). Ancient Egyptian Society and Family Life. Retrieved June 10, 2016, from http://fathom.lib.uchicago.edu/2/21701778/ 
ngkids.co.uk/history/ten-facts-about-ancient-egypt
ducksters.com/history/ancient_egypt
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Dogon People: Stairway Myth

The Dogon people of central Africa thought of the world as being 
organized into the form of a grain storage building. This building has 
four stairways, each facing either north, south, east or west. The east 
stairway holds birds, the west stairway is for wild animals, the north 
stairway holds humans and fishes, and the south stairway (that they 
identified as these three stars) is for domestic animals. (87-88)

Story adapted from:
Womack, M. (2005). Symbols and meaning: A concise introduction. Walnut Creek, CA: Altamira 
Press. 
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Dogon People: Society

• The Dogon society is both patrilineal (family descent is traced through 
the father) and patriarchal (a male is the family head).

• They are an agricultural society based in Mali.
• Their traditional religion is based around a number of gods and 

ancestor worship. Certain tenets of Islam have, over time, been 
adapted into their traditional religion.

• The Dogon perform a ceremony which celebrates the star Sirius B.
• Although most marriages are monogamous (consisting of two 

people), polygyny (having multiple wives) is allowed.
Source: Beierle, John. "Dogon." Encyclopedia of World Cultures. 1996. Retrieved June 10, 2016 from Encyclopedia.com



Ju/Wasi People: Zebra Constellation



Ju/Wasi People: Zebra Myth

The Ju/Wasi people of Africa told a story about the god Old/Gao. One 
day, he went out with his bow and arrow to hunt zebras. He finally saw 
three of them lined up in a row. He took aim and shot his arrow, but 
missed his target. The three zebras escaped and can now be seen lined 
up in the sky. The arrow the god shot can still be seen where it fell, just 
below the three zebras facing away from them. 

Story adapted from:
Heifetz, M. D., & Tirion, W. (2012). A walk through the southern sky: A guide to stars, constellations 
and their legends. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
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Ju/Wasi People: Society

• The singular of Ju/Wasi is Ju/wa, also spelled Ju/hoan.
• One of the five groups that make up the San people, also called Bushmen.
• They speak the !Kung language, which uses clicks, and are sometimes 

referred to as the !Kung people. The “!” indicates a click in the 
pronunciation.

• They are a hunter-gatherer society based in Namibia and Botswana.
• There are less than 100 first names for everyone in their society. They use 

their names as a way to determine who they are related to. To the Ju/Wasi, 
anyone who has the same name as your biological sister is also considered 
your sister (and the same goes for brothers, mothers, fathers, etc). It is 
taboo to marry someone with the same name as a close relative, because 
they are also considered your relative.

Source: Thomas, E. M. (2007). The Old Way: A Story of the First People. London, UK: Macmillan.
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