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ANALYZING HISTORICAL PHOTOGRAPHS 

Write a caption based on your close examination of the photograph.   
Make educated guesses and make sure you can provide evidence for why you made the decisions that you did. 
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Actual Captions from the Library of Congress 

All images courtesy the Frances Benjamin Johnston Collection at the Library of Congress 

1. A class in mathematical geography studying earth’s rotation around the sun, Hampton Institute, Hampton, 
Virginia.  http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/98502977/.  

2. Girls measuring piece of ground in arithmetic class at Hampton Institute, Hampton, 
Va.  http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/92500525/. 

3. Two young men training in mechanical(?) engineering at Hampton Institute, Hampton, 
Virginia.  http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/97515087/.  

4. Chemistry classroom at Hampton Institute - African American male and female students, one 
Indian.  http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2001703808/.  

5. Students constructing telephones at Hampton Institute.  
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2003652529/.  

6. Trade school. Mechanical drawing.  
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2006690330/. 

7. American Indian and African American students at Hampton Institute, Hampton, Va., 1900(?) - men and women in chemistry 
lab.  
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/resource/cph.3a45888/.  

8. Class in Bacteriology at Howard University.  
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2001705795/. 
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