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Knowledge and Skills Used
by New Physics PhDs

Solve Technical Problems

Programming

Design and Development
Advanced Math
Simulation and Modeling
Applied Research
Quality Control

Tech Support

Basic Research
Specialized Equipment
Basic Physics Principles
Advanced Physics Principles

Teamwork
Technical Writing
Manage Projects
Work with Clients
Manage People

Manage Budgets

0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Frequency of use B Daily M Weekly M Monthly

Frequency of use data includes new physics PhDs from the classes of 2015 and 2016 that held potentially permanent
positions outside of academia. The frequency of skill use question was asked on a four-point scale that included “daily,”
“weekly,” “monthly,” and “never or rarely.”
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